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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Amended) A computerized method of providing billing information to a 
billing portal comprising: 

(a) receiving, over a conmiunications network, a request for at l e ast 
summary billing information from a billable entity, feat4 s the request 
being automatically generated by the billing portal in response to an 
action by a-the billable entity associated with the billing portal; 

(b) upon the request of step (a), requesting, over the communications 
network in rcsponso to stop (a), at least the Gummar>^ ^ billing 
information from a supplier of the summary billing information; 

(c) upon the request of step (h\ receiving, over the communications 
network, at least the summar)^ billing information from the supplier of 
the summary billing information; and 

(d) upon the receipt of step (c), transmitting^ the billing information evef 
the communications network to the billing portal over the 
communications network , at least the sunmiar>^ billing information and 
detailed billing contact information, the detailed billing contact 
information fo rt he billing portal then allovying the billable entity to 
access detailed billing information from a suppli e r of the d e tail e d the 
billing information. 



2. (Amended) The method of claim 1 fiirther comprising, prior to step (a), 

providing software to the billing portal that in response to an action by a upon 
receiving a request from a billable entity^ associat e d with th e billing portal, 
ftvrhir,iv fl ly directr. th e performanc e of actions of th e billing portal causes the 
billing portal to transmit a request for at least summary the billing information 
associated with step (a) and to receive at l e ast th e summanl he billing 
information and the detailed billing contact information associated with step 
(d). 
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3. (Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of providing software 
further comprises the steps of transmitting, over the computer network, the 
software to the bilHng portal to effect delivery and installation of the software. 




4. (Amended) The Mmethod of claim 3, wherein the delivery, installation^ and 
operation of the provided software is automatic with respect to other human 
and machine activity at the billing portal. 

5. (Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the software is e mbodi e d 
a scomprises one contiguous portion of dynamic HTML. 

6. (Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the software is embodi e d 
a scomprises one contiguous portion of JavaScript. 

7. (Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the software is uncompressed and 
contiguously e mbodi e d i n comprises less than 80 bytes of information. 

8. (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the detail e d billing contact 
information comprises a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) that directs access 
to ^detailed detailed billing contact information located on the Intemet 
network. 

9. (Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the detailed billing contact 
information comprises an encrypted Uniform Respir e Resource Locator (URL) 
that authenticates the identity of the billable entity acc e ssing information 
addressabl e by th e Uniform R e sourc e Locator . 

10. (Amended) The method of claim 1 fiirther comprising, prior to step (b), 
providing software to the supplier of summary the billing information that m 
respons e to a r e quest for summary billing information in upon the receiving of 
step (b), directs the supplier to transmit over a communications network 
summar\^ the billing information in step (c). 
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1 1 , (Amended) A computerized method of providing billing infomiation to a 
billing portal , comprising: 

(a) receiving, over a communications network, a request for at l e ast 
summary for billing information^ the request being automatically 
generated by the billing portal in response to an action by a billable 
entity associated with the billing portal: automatically g e n e rat e d by th e 
billing portal in r e spons e to an action by a billable entity associat e d 
with tho billing portal; 

(b) upon the request of step (a), requesting, over the conmiunications 
network^ in rosponse to stop (a), at l e ast the summary billing 
information from a supplier of the summary billing information; 

(c) upon the request of step (h\ receiving, over the communications 
network, at least th e summary t he billing information from the supplier 
of the summary billing informatio n in at l e ast a first on e of a plurality 
of different data formats and translating th e first data format into a 
pred e t e rmin e d data format; and; 

(d) translating the received data into a predetermined data format: and 
(de) transmittin g the translated billing data to the billing portal ? over the 

communications network, te-the billing portal , at least th e summary 
billing information in th e pred e t e rmin e d data format and d e tail e d 
billing contact information for J hen_allowing the billable entity to 
access d e tailed the billing information from a suppli e r of th e d e tailed 
billing infomiation. , 

12. (Amended) A computerized method of providing billing informatio n to a 
billing consolidator , comprising: 

(a) receiving, over a communications network, a request for billing 

information, the request being automatically generated by the billing 
consolidator in response to an action by a billable entity associated 
with the billing consolidator: r e c e iving, ov e r a communications 
network, a r e quest for at l e ast summary billing information associat e d 
with a billabl e e ntity from a billing consolidator ; 
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(b) upon the request of step (a), requesting, over the communications 
networ k in respons e to st e p (a) , at l e ast the summary billing 
information from a supplier of the summary billing information; 

(c) upon the request of step (b). receiving, over the commimications 
network, at least the summaryt he billing information from the supplier 
of the summary billing information; in at least a first one of a plurality 
of different data formats and translating the first data format into a 
prodotormin e d data format; and 

(d) translating the received data into a predetermined data format; and 
(de) transmitting, over the communications network , the translated data to 

the billing consoiidator^. at least the information r e quest e d in st e p (a) in 
the pred e t e rmin e d data fonnat. 

13. (Amended) The method of claim 12 further comprising, prior to step (a), 
providing software to the billing consolidator that upon receiving the request 
from a billing entity, causes dir e cts th e p e rformanc e of actions of t he billing 
consolidator to receive at least the summary billing information transmitted in 
step (de). 

14. (Amended) The method of claim 12 wherein the request of step (a) fiirther 
comprises r e c e iving a request for detailed billing contact information 
associated with a billable entity. 

15. (Amended) The method of claim 12 wherein the request of step (b) fiirther 
comprises a request for r e qu e sting detailed billing contact information 
associated with a d e tail e d billable entity. 

16. (Amended) The method of claim 12 wherein step (a) fiirth e r compris e s 
r e qu e sting billing information associat e d with multipl e billabl e e ntiti e s and 
step (d) compris e s transmitting billing information associat e d with multipl e 
billabl e e ntiti e s. . t he billing entity is comprised of multiple billing entities. 
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17. (Amended) The comput e riz e d method of claim 12, wherein step (a) is plann e d 
by the billing consolidator to occurs on a scheduled basis. 



1 8. (Amended) The computerized method of claim 4412, wherem step (a) is 
planned by the billing consolidator to occur on a periodic basis. 




19. (Amended) A system for providing billing information, comprising: 

a host computer for communicating over a communications network with a 
billing portal and a supplier of sunrniory billing information; 

a software program including an applications programming interface enabling 
oth e r software to direct b e havior of th e software program in a programmabl e mann e r, 
th e software program adapt e d for ex e cuting on the host computer adapted to: 

receivinge a request for at l e ast summary billing information fromthe 
billing portal over the communications network from the billing portal ; 

upon receiving the request from the billing portal, requesting at l e a s t 
the summary billing information from a supplier of the billing information 
over the conmiunication-_network from th e suppli e r of th e summary billing 
information in response to the rec e iv e d r e quest from the billing portal; ; 

upon requesting the billing information, r e c e iv e receiving at l e ast th e 
summarv the billing information from the supplier of the billing information 
over the_communications networ k from th e suppli e r of th e summary billing 
information ; and 

upon receiving the billing information, transmi tting at l e ast th e 
summarv the billing information and d e tailed billing contact information to the 
billing portal over the communications network ^ to th e billing portal, the 
billing portal allowing the-a.billable entity to access d e tail e d t he billing 
information as pr e s e nt e d from a suppli e r of th e d e tail e d billing information. . 



20. 



(Amended) The system of claim 19 wherein the behavior execution of the 
software program is directed by other software executing locally with respect 
to the software program. 
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2 1 . (Amended) The system of claim 1 9 wherein the b e havior execution of the 
software program is directed by other software executing remotely with 
respect to the software program. 

22. (Amended) The sytst e m of claim 19 wh e r e in the softwar e program is adapt e d 
to hn r , tnrQd onto computer readable m e dia. An article of manufacture having a 
computer-readable medium with instructions embodied thereon for performing 
the method of claim 19. 




23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 19 wherein the software program 
is adapted to be packaged, copied and purchased separately by each of a 
plurality of operators of the system. 

24. (Amended) A method of supplying billing information to a billable entity 
associated with a billing portal comprising: 

supplying software to a billing portal ^ froni a supplior;the information 
content of the software being independent of any attribute of the billing portal 
except for the pr e s e nce of e nabl e d communication functionality at th e billing 
portal to e nabl e instructions for communication between the billing portal and 
the billable entity and between the billing portal and the-a^supplier of said 
software; 

using the software int e racting with th e billable e ntity as a us e r int e rfac e 
to determine if the billable entity has registered with the billing portal and 
fiirther to p rior r e gistration of the billabl e entity and to perform registration if 
s aid prior r e gistration has not occurr e d the billable entity has not previously 
registered; and i 

the software communicating with the billable ontit>^ as a us e r int e rface 
and r e c e iving account and billing information from th e suppli e r that th e 
softwar e provides to the billabl e e ntitv ^ ^roviding. via the billing portal, billing 
information received from a supplier of the billing information to the billable 
entity. T 
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25. (New) A computerized method of providing consolidated billing information 
to a plurality of billable entities via a billing portal, the method comprising: 

a) providing a list of billing relationships between the billable entities and a 
plurality of suppliers of billing information; 

b) receiving, at the billing portal, requests for billing information from a 
plurality billable entities; 

c) automatically translating the received requests into translated requests 
having a format recognized by the suppliers of billing data; 

d) automatically transmitting the translated requests from the billing portal to 
at least one of the plurality of suppliers of the billing information; 

e) receiving, at the billing portal, the billing information in response from the 
at least one of the plurality of suppliers of the billing information; and 

f) presenting the billing information to at least one of the plurality of billable 
entities. 

26. (New) The method of claim 25 wherein the received billing information is 
received in a plurality of formats. 

27. (New) The method of claim 26 where the plurality of formats include at least 
one of OFX, IFX, HTML, and XML. 



28. (New) The method of claim 27 wherein the received billing information is 
automatically translated into a common format. 



